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The equity and air quality conformance implications led the group to
conclude that project selection and programming need to be comple-
mentary and resulted in two specific recommendations. The first is that
obligation authority should be applied proportionally to each of the
categories of funds, with a deadline for local program sponsors to
obligate those funds. After that date, the state can use the obligation
authority wherever it deems appropriate in order to ensure that obliga-
tion authority is not lost in a given year. The basic thrust of the
recommendation is that all partners must have a chance to use portions
of that obligation authority. Otherwise, the validity of programming
and air quality conformity will become a major issue.

The other recommendation is that no category of funds should be
programmed beyond its authorization level. This should be done to
ensure that each category of funds has an equal chance of being used
under the obligation authority, consistent with the previous recommen-
dation, and also to ensure that the program is fiscally constrained, as
required by ISTEA, even though the authorized level might be consid-
ered optimistic.

Technical Tools

Another issue that workshop participants discussed briefly (although
all acknowledged that it is a key issue) is multimodal priority setting
and programming criteria. Technical tools must be developed to sup-
port multimodal programming. Improved financial planning and tech-
nical tools are needed to address issues such as prioritization and
establishment of criteria to make multimodal trade-offs. Without spe-
cific data to justify programming decisions, subjectivity and feuding
will be encountered in the process. The group recommended that
technical tools be created to address these trade-offs.

Information Dissemination

There is an immediate need to disseminate information defining ISTEA
implementation requirements and experiences. The workshop group
concluded that a vital element to the success of the process is a clear
understanding by all partners of the rules and the issues.